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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please REPLACE claims 1-9 in accordance with the following: 



1 . (ONCE AMENDED) A paper processing device which includes a discriminating 
portion to sense papers passing by a specified sensor, and by carrying out a /discriminating 
process according to the result of the sensing to apply one of plurally classified discriminating 
results to the sensed papers, and wherein, in every process, one paper o/more to be 
objectives of one process is transferred one by one along a transfer route that passes through 
the discriminating portion, and transfer routes of each paper after passing through the 
discriminating portion is changed according to discriminating results 9ft the discriminating 
portion, the paper processing device comprising 

a sensor output abnormality detecting portion that carries cfut a detecting process to 
detect that the output of the sensor is in a specified abnormal staftus according to the output of 
the sensor before a start of the one process, and when the specified abnormal status is 
detected in the detecting process conducted before the start of the one process, further carries 
out a detecting process to detect the output of the sensor a)so after the start of the one 
process; and 

a transfer control portion that starts the one prOcgss, 
abnormal status or normal status is detected in an initi 
the start of the one process by the sensor output abnormality 
where the specified abnormal status is detected in the initial 
that pass through the discriminating portion after ttfe stab 

is detected in the detecting process of the sensof output carried out after the start of the one 
process, along a transfer route corresponding jo the specified abnormal status after they pass 
through the discriminating portion. 




ven when either of the specified 
process conducted before 
cting portion, and in the case 
tecting process, transfers papers 
the one process until normal status 



2. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the discriminating portion carries out a discriminating process including a discriminating result 
that a paper is abnormal as one of the discriminating results, and 

the transfer control portion transfers, in the case where the specified abnormal status is 
detected in the initial detecting process conducted before the start of one process by the sensor 
output abnormality detecting portion/ papers that pass through the discriminating portion after 
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the start of the one process until normal status is detected in the detecting process c/arried out 
after the start of the one process, along the same transfer route as the case wherein 
discriminating result that a paper is abnormal is obtained at the discriminating portion. 

3. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according tor claim 1 , further 
comprising a pool portion for storing papers that have been transferred alortg the transfer route 
corresponding to the specified abnormal status, / 

wherein the transfer control portion transfers again papers storep in the pool portion, 
after the sensor output abnormality detecting portion detects normal status, along the transfer 
route to pass through the discriminating portion. / 

4. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device/according to claim 1 , wherein 
the sensor output abnormality detecting portion carries out the detecting process of the sensor 
output before the start of one process, and when the specifies! abnormal status is detected in 
the detecting process carried out before the start of the one/process, carries out a detecting 
process at every time when one of papers to be objecjtfe^of the one process passes through 

' the discriminating portion, after the start of the one f^roc^s , and until the number of the papers 
passing through the discriminating portion reaches^ specified number, and until normal status 
is detected by the sensor output abnormality detectingfportion.j 

5. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the sensor output abnormality detecting portionyrarriesl*$ut the detecting process of the sensor 
output before the start of one process, and when th^soecified abnormal status is detected in 
the detecting process carried out before the /tart of the*one process, it starts the one process 
and carries out a detecting process after aipecified number of papers to be objectives of the 
one process has passed through the discriminating portion. 

6. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the paper processing device can freefly transfer mock papers different from papers to be 
objectives of processing along a transfer route passing through the discriminating portion, 

the transfer control portiorVstarts the one process after the specified abnormal status is 
detected in detecting process carried out before the start of one process by the sensor output 
abnormality detecting portion, and when it is detected that recovery to normal status has not 
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been achieved even in the detecting process carried out at a specified moment'after the start of 
the one process, the transfer control portion suspends transfer of papers after the specified 
moment among papers to be objectives of the one process, and transfers/the mock papers 
along a transfer route passing through the discriminating portion, and / 

the sensor output abnormality detecting portion carries out a detecting process also 
after the mock papers pass through the discriminating portion. / 

7. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the sensor is a line sensor comprising a plurality of sensor deyices arranged in width direction 
crossing the paper passing direction at the discriminating portion, and 

the sensor output abnormality detecting portion detects that the output of a specified 
mber or less of the sensor devices among the plural sensor devices is faulty as the specified 
abnormal status. / 

8. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according to claim 6, wherein 
for at least the detecting process to be carrie^u^pefefathe start of one process, the sensor 
output abnormality detecting portion carries outra detecting process wherein the specified 
abnormal status is further divided into a specified first^onormal status and a specified second 
abnormal status, and also carries out the d^ectingjzfrocess of the sensor output also after the 
mock papers pass through the discriminating P9W>n, and 

the transfer control portion starts/the one process when either the first abnormal status 
among the specified abnormal statuses or normal status is detected in the initial detecting 
process carried out before the start or one process by the sensor output abnormality detecting 
portion, while when the second abnormal status among the specified abnormal statuses is 
detected in the initial detecting process, the transfer control portion transfers the mock papers 
along a transfer route passing tl/rough the discriminating portion prior to the start of the one 
process. / 

9. (ONCE AMENDED) The paper processing device according to claim 8, wherein 
the mock papers are longer with respect to the width direction crossing the transfer direction 
than the papers to be objectives of processing, 

the sensor is a line sensor comprising a plurality of sensor devices arranged even to a 
position exceeding a passing area of the papers to be objectives of processing, in the width 
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